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ST. ANTHONY’S SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER # 14 

Friday 31st, 2018 

Learning in perfect harmony 

Respectfully acknowledging the original custodians of this land in the  

City of Greater Dandenong, The Wurundjeri people 

Encourage one another and build one  
another up. 1 Thessalonians 5:11 
‘In a Catholic school young people are  
empowered to develop as optimistic global 
citizens capable of articulating their beliefs 
and worldview in light of the Catholic faith 
tradition’. (eXel CEM 2018) 
 

 
Dear families and friends, 
I chose this above quote this week because it really 
is something that we saw in its absolute pure form 
this past couple of weeks at St Anthony’s. Our young 
people empowered and optimistic, with a vision to 
change and transform and with  hearts of love. It is a  
message that Pope Francis revisits again and again 
and one that we must not lose sight of. When we 
empower our kids to take action in a world where 
they will occupy one day as informed adults, we 
must give them the chance to problem solve and 
reach out. The world need it. His message is simple 
and the teachers and staff and families at St  
Anthony’s this week enabled our young 3/4’s to be 
courageous agents of change for our farmers. We 
hope that we can continue to inspire and support 
our students to follow their hearts and use their  

unbounding creativity and ideas to make a  
difference in the world. We congratulate those who 
made their Confirmation last night it was a beautiful 
night filled with the Spirit. A special thank you to 
Margarita Chatelier and our beautiful choir. Thank 
you to Suzan Tissera for the beautiful graphic  
designed for our Advisory Group prayer last week. 
We love it. Thank you for the continued shared  
partnership of the education of your children. 
  
As always if you have any feedback, questions or 
ideas we’d love to hear about them. 
  
God Bless, 



St Anthony’s Parish and St Anthony’s Primary School hold the care, safety and wellbeing of children and 

young people as central and fundamental responsibilities of the Church. Over the past week we have been  

classified as fully compliant with all policies in relation to Child Safety. These documents ensure compliance 

with the Victorian Government Child Safety Standards which took effect on 1 January 2017 and reflect our 

Parishes’ ongoing commitment to ensuring that all children are safe, happy and empowered. For more infor-

mation on the Child Safe Standards:  

http://www.ccyp.vic.gov.au/child-safe-standards/ 

Week 8 

September 

Tuesday 4 

Seniors Adult Computer Class 
English Classes 
SVDP Tutoring Club 
CGD Book Club 3/4 

9.15-11.15am 
9.30-12.30pm 
3.30-4.30pm 
2.20-3.00pm 

Adult Computer Space 
Parent Room 
5/6 space 
Library 

Wednesday 5 

Playgroup 
Adult Computer Class 
3/4 Visiting Author (Book Week) 
Class Mass 5/6DO and 1/2KO 

9.30-11.30am 
1-3pm 
9.30 & 11.00am 
9.30am 

Playgroup 
Adult Computer Space 
Dandenong Library 
Church 

Thursday 6 Playgroup 9.30-11.30am Playgroup 

Friday 7 

Skills for the Australian Workplace 
5/6ST Celebration of Learning 
Prep Paraliturgy 

9.15-1.15pm 
9.00-9.15am 
TBA 

Adult Computer Space 
Padua Building 
Prep space 

Week 9 Level 3/4 Paraliturgy this week 

Tuesday 11 

Seniors Adult Computer Class 
English Classes 
SVDP Tutoring Club 
CGD Book Club 3/4 

9.15-11.15am 
9.30-12.30pm 
3.30-4.30pm 
2.20-3.00pm 

Adult Computer Space 
Parent Room 
5/6 space 
Library 

Wednesday 12 

  

Playgroup 
Adult Computer Class 
3/4 Visiting Author (Book Week) 
Class Mass 3/4PO and 5/6BA 
  

9.30-11.30am 
1-3pm 
9.30 & 11.00am 
9.30am 
  

Playgroup 
Adult Computer Space 
Dandenong Library 
Church 
  

Thursday 13 Playgroup 9.30-11.30am Playgroup 

Friday 14 

Skills for the Australian Workplace 
5/6NE Celebration of Learning 

9.15-1.15pm 
9.00-9.15am 

Adult Computer Space 
Padua Building/ or Hall 

Week 10 Level 5/6 Paraliturgy - student led this week 

Tuesday 18 

Seniors Adult Computer Class 
English Classes 
SVDP Tutoring Club 
CGD Book Club 3/4 

9.15-11.15am 
9.30-12.30pm 
3.30-4.30pm 
2.20-3.00pm 

Adult Computer Space 
Parent Room 
5/6 space 
Library 

Wednesday 19 

Playgroup 
Adult Computer Class 
Divisional Athletics 
Class Mass 1/2NG and 5/6NE 

9.30-11.30am 
1-3pm 
All Day 
9.30am 

Playgroup 
Adult Computer Space 
TBA 
Church 

Thursday 20 Playgroup 9.30-11.30am Playgroup 

Friday 21 

Skills for the Australian Workplace 
School concludes 

9.15-1.15pm 
1.30pm 

Adult Computer Space 
St Anthony’s 

Diary Dates for Term 3, 2018  

http://www.ccyp.vic.gov.au/child-safe-standards/


Letter to the Faithful from Archbishop Peter A Comensoli 
Tuesday 21 August 2018  
To the Faithful of the Archdiocese of Melbourne 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
  
‘If one member suffers, all suffer together with it.’ (1Cor 12:26) With these words from St Paul, Pope Francis  
overnight has written a letter to us all, the People of God. In the letter he expresses his own heart concerning the ‘culture of death’ that is 
clerical sexual abuse and the ecclesial cover-up that often has accompanied it, inflicting deep wounds of disgust, bewilderment, shame, 
and disheartenment. As the Holy Father says: 
  
‘These words of Saint Paul forcefully echo in my heart as I acknowledge once more the suffering endured by many minors due to sexual 
abuse, the abuse of power and the abuse of conscience perpetrated by a significant number of clerics and consecrated persons. Crimes 
that inflict deep wounds of pain and powerlessness, primarily among the victims, but also in their family members and in the larger 
community of believers and nonbelievers alike… The pain of the victims and their families is also our pain, and so it is urgent that we 
once more reaffirm our commitment to ensure the protection of minors and of vulnerable adults.’ 
 
I associate myself with these words, and the whole content of Pope’s Francis’ letter: 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2018-08/pope-francis-letter-people-of-god-sexual-abuse.html 
No words of apology – while always needed – will ever be enough to right the evil done to those who have been abused, and those who 
were not listened to and believed. Efforts to repair the harm done – while entirely necessary – cannot overcome the evil perpetrated upon 
innocent children and vulnerable adults, and the harm experienced by families and communities.  
 
Therefore, and looking ahead, it falls to me, as your Archbishop, to ensure that our local Church in Melbourne is  
unequivocally committed to attending to the harm done, prioritising the dignity and care of all who are young and vulnerable, rebuilding 
trust among our people, and creating safe environments in our communities, agencies and organisations. This is the way of Jesus Christ. 
It must be my way. And I invite you to join with me in making it our common Gospel way. 
 
In his letter, Pope Francis says: ‘The extent and the gravity of all that has happened requires coming to grips with this reality in a com-
prehensive and communal way.’ To this end, one part of the task ahead is being transparent about the extent of the abuse that has oc-
curred in Melbourne. To date, 469 people have come forward with substantiated allegations against a priest or religious or lay person who 
has been under the jurisdiction of the Archdiocese - 90 priests, 22 religious and 19 lay workers have had findings made against them. A 
total of $34,419,767 has been offered in redress. There are currently 754 people for whom ongoing counselling, and allied health and spir-
itual support has been facilitated.  
 
More important than these facts, however, are the people who have been abused, and their stories of pain and courage. I have had the 
humbling honour of meeting with some of them already, and I will continue to do so. If there are victim-survivors in your local communi-
ty, I would encourage you to welcome them, to listen to their stories, and to accompany them in friendship. 
 
Pope Francis reminds us that our task ahead is ‘to come up with the necessary means to ensure the safety and protection of the integrity 
of children and of vulnerable adults, as well as implementing zero tolerance and ways of making all those who perpetrate or cover up 
these crimes accountable.’ I am learning of the ways – both formally and informally, among our leaders and by ordinary folk – in which 
efforts are already being made in this regard. But much more is needed. 
 
To this end, I want to let you know that I am committed to exercising my responsibilities according to the framework offered by the Child 
Safe Standards articulated by the Royal Commission. I am also committed to working closely with the Commission for Children and 
Young People here in Victoria to implement policies and processes within the Archdiocese that comply with best practice. The Archdio-
cese has signed up to the National Redress Scheme, and we will join with national Church actions in response to the recommendations of 
the Royal Commission. In the two weeks since taking office as Archbishop, I have initiated a process of appraisal into our current policies, 
processes and structures to identify what further action can be taken to improve our transparency, compassion and accountability. 
 
I am strongly committed to reporting to the appropriate authorities, and have already exercised that duty here in Melbourne. I am also 
strongly committed to upholding the seal of confession. I have begun conversations with our public authorities about finding a way in 
which these two principles can be upheld, for the sake of the safety of all. Tomorrow I will be meeting with the Clergy of the Archdiocese, 
where I will reiterate my commitments and priorities, and seek their full cooperation in our common task ahead. 
 
If you have your own experience of sexual abuse by Church personnel, I strongly encourage you to report to Victoria Police by attending 
your local police station or calling (03) 9247 6666 in the first instance. You may also wish to contact the Independent Commissioner of 
the Melbourne Response, (03) 9225 7979. If you know of anyone who has been abused – as a child or adult – please let them know of 
Carelink (1300 810 957), an independent facility that assists clients in receiving the care needed for their recovery and wellbeing. There 
are also a number of support groups available. 
 
Might I conclude by encouraging you to hear and take to heart these words of Pope Francis: ‘The only way that we have to respond to 
this evil that has darkened so many lives is to experience it as a task regarding all of us as the People of God.’  
 
May Our Lady, Untier of Knots, intercede for us in our task ahead. 
With every grace and blessing, I remain, 
 
Yours sincerely in Christ Jesus, 
 
 
 
Most Rev Peter A Comensoli 
Archbishop of Melbourne 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2018-08/pope-francis-letter-people-of-god-sexual-abuse.html


Message from our Principal 
 
Week 8 is National child protection and ESmart week. A time to check 
in with the part we play in protecting our most precious resource. 
“Child abuse and neglect is preventable. If we all work together as a 
community we can create an Australia where all children can grow up 
safe and well. 
 
What role can you play in supporting children and their families?” 
 
Please see the link for how you can get involved. 
https://www.napcan.org.au/national-child-protection-week/ 

 
St Anthony’s Advisory Group 
 
We had another very productive meeting last week and had 
the opportunity to reflect on the review  
recommendations and commendations and start  
discussing Master planning for the future of our school.  
A big thank you to Sid Samuel who took our terrific photo 
for the new website. 
 

 

 

 

In praise of: The 3/4 learning communities for their heartfelt and very deliberate fundraising events of the past 

weeks. Collectively the teams have raised nearly $3,000 with the support of the entire community. It is a lesson for 

everyone in coming together as one in Harmony for the Australian farmers. Being people of action is what makes 

us a Catholic community of people and connecting our children to causes other than their own is powerful. 

Thank you everyone 

 
Long Service Leave 
We wish James Gow and Glennis Kerr all the very best as they take some leave for the 
remaining 3 weeks of Term 3. Congratulations to James who will be marrying his  
beautiful fiancé, Miranda, in Indonesia. We hope your wedding celebrations bring you 
great joy and happiness. 
Whilst James and Glennis are away we welcome Jodie Bawden to the role of Acting  

Deputy Principal for weeks 8,9 and 10. We also welcome Morgan Schorer, Ashlee Doyle 

and Deana Portia to the leadership team for the three week period. If you have any  

concerns during this time please do not hesitate to contact myself, Jodie, Morgan, Ashlee 

or Deana. 

https://www.napcan.org.au/national-child-protection-week/


Message from our Principal 

Bereavement 
Our heartfelt sympathy this week goes to Alison Gracie and her family.  

Alison’s mum passed away peacefully last week after a long illness. 

 

Book Week 2018 

Thank you to everyone who made Book week so 

special this year. Thank you especially to all or our 

real role models who read so beautifully through the 

week and inspired us to read. 

 
The Book Fair is coming to St Anthony’s from 
Thursday September 7th-13th. A note went 
home last week for orders and browsing 
times. 
 

Glennis Kerr (Teaching and Learning Leader) 

Buy-a-Bale Fundraiser - 
St. Anthony’s P.S Noble 

Park 
 

Level 3/4 students at St.Anthony’s Noble 
Park are so committed to fundraising for 
the Buy-a-Bale initiative. They wanted  to 
support our local farmers, after hearing 
some of the many stories of how they are 
struggling to feed and give water to their 
cattle, and then they are then also trying 
to feed their families. The suffering these 
farmers are experiencing have had a huge 
impact on our students. Hearing some of 
the stories students their age, helping 
their own families out, really made  them 
want to help. 
 

Over the past 2 weeks, students, teachers, 
support staff and parents worked really 
hard together to sell hot dogs and African 
food for lunch and set up a stall selling 
cupcakes, friendship bracelets and book-
marks made by the students themselves 
as well as jelly, popcorn and icy poles. 
 

The Learning Support Officers also held a 
delicious morning tea to help us raise 
money and we have received donations 
from parents as well. 
 

We thank the amazing efforts of Coles 
and Woolworths who provided a dona-
tion of gift cards to purchase materials 
and ingredients to create all these won-
derful items, seeing the real benefit of 
their donations to our cause. 
 

FINAL TOTAL RAISED: $3150 
We hope our efforts help the farmers and 

provide positive change in their lives. 



REAL ROLE  
MODELS READ  

 
 
This week, students across the whole school had the oppor-
tunity to experience real role models in our community 
read to them. The SRC did a fantastic job hosting our 
guests, asking them questions about their favourite books 
and authors, as well as how reading is important in their 
lives. 
 
Thank you to our guests: 
 

James Freeman - St Kilda AFL Club 
Alex Gow - Musician 
Senior Constable Russell Bratton - Dandenong Police Station  
Senior Constable Ashleigh Rowley - Springvale Police Station 
Senior Constable Trav Ellams - Springvale Police Station  
Stephen Spillard - Dandenong Library 
Goy Lok - Casey Demons VFL Club 
Maree Holmes - Catholic Education Melbourne 
Patrika Rowley - St Anthony’s School 
Rebecca Verdon - Lawyer 
Suzan Tissera - Mother of Jordan Tissera  
Father Brian - Parish Priest  
Chris Reys - St Anthony’s Staff Member 
Lieutenant Mason Franz - CFA Noble Park  
Gillian Turner - Nurse  
Dr John Buckley - Doctor 
Sarah Morrison - Actress  

 
 

Check out the photos and videos from week online on our 
school’s website: sanoblepark.catholic.edu.au  



REAL ROLE MODELS READ 



Students are having a great time at Lego Club 
where we come together to collaborate and  
design many wonderful creations.  If you love 
making things with Lego then come along and 
join us every Monday for the first half of lunch. 
 
Here are some of our fantastic creations: 

Lego Club 

Teaching & Learning 
We have had a fantastic Book Week this Term and I’m sure your children would have gone home with ex-
citing stories about the role models in our community who read to them during this week. We were very 
lucky to have a Lawyer, Nurse, the Police, our Principal Consultant, Parish Priest, a Parent, our Bus Driv-
er/ maintenance staff, Footy Players and our very own Principal Mrs Rowley read to us their favourite 
books this week. Through this, we hope to motivate our students to read more and to be able to develop a 
love for books as so many of us have. When children see their parents reading, they are more than likely to 
pick up a book and read themselves. The books came alive at St Anthony’s this week as every level has put 
together beautiful displays of their chosen book/books. I encourage and invite families to come into our 
learning spaces and have a look at how our students have interpreted books in the many different ways. 
Literacy-rich homes and families: Establish a regular time and place for daily read-aloud or silent 
reading sessions, such as before bed or during bath time. Join your local library and use them often. To 
share their love of books and reading, parents may say to their child,"This was my favorite book when I 
was your age" or "I can't wait to start my new book." Parents may discuss the books a child is reading, then 
ask questions such as, "Did you ever...?" or "How would you feel if that happened to you?" Talk about what 
they read and encourage children to think, solve  
problems, and make predictions. Have plenty of paper and writing tools. Store books and writing materials 
in places children can reach. 
Bonding with Books: Reading together every day builds strong minds and strong relationships. Your 
child, snuggling in your lap, and enjoying your attention and laughter, is learning to love reading. As long 
as it is a happy experience there is no wrong way to read together. Reading aloud is practically free, you 
can do it anywhere, and children often beg for "just one more" story. Even parents who are not fluent read-
ers can provide a good experience for their children by  
telling stories from their lives, from their imaginations, or from pictures in wordless books. It is best to 
read to your child early and often, but it is never too late to start opening the reading door for your child. 
Happy Reading! 
Glennis Kerr (Teaching & Learning Leader) 



Performing Arts News 
‘Erth’s’ Prehistoric Aquarium Theatre Trip 

 
I am thrilled to announce that I have been able to secure almost 
$4000 of funding from the First Call Fund from the Arts Centre 
which is funding the Grade 1/2 children and the 5/6 children 
from the SRC and Social Justice groups to attend a live theatre 
performance of Erth’s Prehistoric Aquarium at the Arts Centre. 
 
Experiencing live theatre is a true joy and I am very happy for our 
children to be able to experience such an amazing social, artistic 
and culturally rich event which I hope stays with them always! 
 
Our trip will be on Thursday 6th September, if any parents/
guardians can attend and have a valid Working with Children 
check, please let the class teacher know! 
Ms Victoria - Performing Arts Teacher 

Year 3/4 Students Cooking South  
Sudanese Food in Community Garden 

Time  



Cyber Safety Message 



WE STRONGLY URGE ALL ST. ANTHONY’S  
FAMILIES TO ATTEND THIS EVENT!! 





ELC Enrolments for 2019 
It is not too late to enrol to attend Alfred St ELC in 2019. Please come 
down and visit or pick up an application for 3 or 4 year old Kindergarten 
from the St Anthony’s office. If you had previously applied to attend an-
other Kindergarten you can still apply to attend Alfred St ELC. We will 
be offering flexible session days so if you are only able to attend certain 
days we may still be able to accommodate your needs.  

Early Learning Centre Newsletter Update  
2019 enrolments 

Now is the time to start organising enrolments for 2019 and we would like to welcome visitors 
from the St Anthony’s community to come and discuss our program for both 3 and 4 year old 
Kindergarten and see our amazing learning space. We have recently had some adjustments for 
our 3 year old fees and are so happy to inform the community that the fee is now $200 per term. 
We have places for 3 and 4 year old Kindergarten for the remainder of 2018 and also for 2019 so 
come down and we can send off forms and start our learning journey together! 
This week the 4 year old Kinder group have been busy making gingerbread people. This  
experience was based on their ongoing interest in fairy tales. The children were involved in  
measuring, mixing and rolling out of the dough. They also cut their own gingerbread and  
decorated. It was such a fun experience! 

ELC News 

Playgroup at St Anthony’s 

Wednesday & Thursday 
Mornings With 
 

DEBBIE 
 

9.30 – 11.30am 





Name: Serenity 

What is your favourite thing to do when we visit the 
kinders? 

I like getting to know the students at the kinder and paint 
with them. 

Why do you like going on Kinder visits? 

Because I like working with little kids because it is fun and it 
helps me to build my confidence. 

Name: Lara 

What is your favourite thing to do when we visit the 
kinders? 

My favourite thing to do when we visit the kinders is to be 
active outside and play with them on the playground. 

Why do you like going on Kinder visits? 

It can boost my confidence and I like to help them to be a 
good person. 

Name: Truong 

What is your favourite thing to do when we visit the 
kinders? 

I like playing with the kids and meeting new people to work 
with. I like showing them how to make friends with other 
people too. 

Why do you like going on Kinder visits? 

It interests me and I like how it helps my confidence. 

Name: Jordan 

What is your favourite thing to do when we visit the 
kinders? 

My favourite thing to do at the kinders is to socialise with 
them and think about my memories of being at Kinder my-
self. I like being active and getting everyone involved in 
games. 

Why do you like going on Kinder visits? 

It will help me prepare me for when I am in grade 6 and 
working with the preps and helps me to be part of student 
leadership in our school. 

Name: Sarah 

What is your favourite thing to do when we visit the 
kinders? 

 I like playing with them and I like how they are so confident. 

Kinder Visit Program 2018 
This week we did a bit of self reflection on our program and below are the responses from some students after being asked 

two questions. 

Early Learning Centre Update 28/8/18 
Book week celebrations: We were so excited to join our friends 
at St Anthony’s on Friday 25/8 for a book week celebration. 
The children were invited to dress up and we saw lots of  
princesses, Thomas the Tank Engine and even a fire fighter! 
Joining the school children for the assembly was so fun and 
the children really enjoyed spotting their siblings, cousins and 
familiar children. We were so proud of how the children were 
brave enough to show the school children their costumes as 
we walked around the hall.  

 

Rainbow rice play: The children have a real interest in cooking 
and our pretend kitchen area is always a busy area at Kinder. 
Last week we decided to extend on this interest by making 
some coloured rice for the children to explore and play with. 
The children were involved in mixing the rice with paint to 
colour it. We talked about the colours of the rainbow and 
chose the colours based on this. When the rice was dry we put 
it in our sensory tray. There were separate colours at first but 
this didn’t last long! The children spent so long here, cooking, 
making, measuring, mixing and having so much fun!  
We would love to see you down at the ELC for a visit and to 
discuss our programs for 2019. Our sessions run Monday-
Friday in the mornings and we would welcome visitors at any 
time. It is not too late to enrol for 2019 or even for the  
remainder of 2018.  
In the coming weeks we will be having a special event at the 
Kindergarten, chicken hatching. The children will be able to 

see chicken eggs hatching and care for the baby chicks. We 
would love for you to come and visit the chickens so feel free 
to pop over and say hello!  




